 MENAI STRAIT REGATTAS 2009

General Conditions & Sailing Instructions
Sportsmanship and the Rules

Competitors in the sport of sailing are governed by a body of rules that they are expected to follow and enforce.  A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when competitors break a rule they will promptly take a penalty, which may be to retire.

1.0
RULES

1.1 These Regattas will be governed by the “rules” as defined in the Racing Rules of    Sailing (RRS) & the IRC 2009 Rules Parts 1, 2, and 3. The Regatta Regulations as displayed on the official notice board, The Exoneration Penalty and the Advisory Hearing and RYA Arbitration Procedures of the RYA Rules Disputes Procedures will be available. See the official notice board for details.

1.2 Regatta Briefings will be held on Saturday 8th and Sunday 16th August at 6.00 pm in the Royal Anglesey Yacht Club.

1.3
The Regatta Office is situated in the Royal Anglesey Yacht Club (on the first floor).

1.4
Notices to Competitors will be posted on the official Notice Boards which are 
situated, within the Host Club of the day (if any), and at or near the Start Line.

1.5 Any change to sailing instructions will be posted not later than 2 hours before the start of the race to which they apply.

1.6
The term ‘Race Committee’ is the Race Committee of the host club appointed by the Specified Organising Authority.  The term ‘Race Officer’ means the Race Officer for any particular Regatta or his duly authorised representative.

2.0
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

2.1
General - The safety of a boat and her entire management including insurance shall be the sole responsibility of the owner/person in charge who must ensure that the boat and crew are adequate to face the conditions that may arise in the course of the race. Neither these sailing instructions nor any inspection of the boat limits or reduces the absolute responsibility of the owner/person in charge for the crew, the boat and her management.  The race organisers shall not be responsible for any 
loss, damage, death or personal injury howsoever caused to the owner/person in
charge or crew, as a result of their taking part in the race or races.  Moreover, every owner/person in charge warrants the suitability of the boat for the race or races.

2.2
Handicap
2.2.a
For Classes 1,2,14 &15 handicap shall be by reference to the Portsmouth Number Scheme. PY. Not applicable for one design racing.

1. The RYA PY Scheme as set out in the current YR2 will be used.

2. Portsmouth Numbers will be those published in the current YR2 for each class, adjusted as necessary for variations from Base Rig.

3. Boats without Portsmouth Numbers published in the current YR2 will be allocated Numbers by The Race Committee.


There will be separate scoring for competitors in Class 1 under IRC & Class 2 MOCRA for competitors requesting it. 

2.2.b
The Race Committee, on the advice of the Regatta Committee, reserves the right to
adjust any non primary or secondary Portsmouth Number.

2.2.c
Every boat in Classes 1and 2 who requests to be scored under IRC shall produce a true copy of her valid rating certificate on entry or as soon as possible thereafter. (The IRC Rules 2009 Parts 12&3 shall apply)Any prize won may be withheld pending production of such certificate.

2.3     Sail Numbers - Except after special permission from the Race Officer all sail numbers  shall conform to those declared on entry, and the onus will be on the competitor to ensure  that lost or damaged numbers are replaced before commencement of the  next day’s racing.  Failure to do so may result in a boat being scored DNC (Did not compete).   Duplicate sail numbers in the same class shall not be permitted

3.0
SCHEDULE OF RACES


Date




First Warning Signal
               Venue


             



       

Sat 8th  Aug
Round Anglesey 
             
10:50 

      
 Menai Bridge

Sun 9th Aug 
Dinghy Offshore 
 


                     




Monohull

1255


Beaumaris
                                       
               
Catamaran 

1310


Beaumaris


WEEK 1

Date
Regatta


    

    

Venue

Sun
9th Aug
Royal Anglesey YC
13:55


Beaumaris

Mon 
10th Aug  
Menai Bridge Boat Club
09:55 


Menai Bridge 


Tue 
11th Aug
Bangor Town

12:55


Glynn Garth

Wed
12th Aug
Race Through

12:25


Beaumaris

Thur
13th Aug
Royal Welsh YC

13:25

      
Caernarfon

Fri
14th Aug
Caernarfon SC

14:25
  
     
Caernarfon

Sat
15th Aug
Port Dinorwic 

11:55

      
Port Dinorwic

    


2nd start classes 14 &15
14.40 


Port Dinorwic








 

WEEK 2 

Mon
17th Aug
Royal Dee YC      
09:55

       
Beaumaris 

Tue
18th Aug
Beaumaris Town

11:55

       
Beaumaris

Wed
19th Aug
West Kirby SC     
10:55

      
Beaumaris

Thur
20th Aug
Royal Mersey YC 
10:55

       
Beaumaris

Fri
21st Aug
Conway YC

10:55  

      
Beaumaris

When AP over H is displayed then the venue and start time of the race may be changed, please see the notice board at the Venue and RAYC for Details.

4.0
ENTRY

4.1.a
All competitors, including late entrants, shall complete and sign an entry form 
before the race concerned. 

4.1.b
Late entries must be received by 1 hour prior to the start of their race, and if made on the day of the race, must be made at the starting line.  (Dispensation may be given for valid reasons.)

4.1.c
Competitors under 16 shall obtain the counter-signature of a parent or guardian on their entry form.
4.2
ENTRY FEES



LATE ENTRY FEES

                                                   Up to 10th July 2009
After 10th July 2009

2 Weeks/12 Days



 £110

£120

1 Week/Block of 6 Days


 £70

£80

1-5 Days, or extra Days (over 6)

 £13

£15

Classes 14, 15 (per week)           

 £30

£35 or £6 Per Day

Boat Owners under 18 years (per week)
 £20

£25 or £5 Per Day                               

5.0
SAFETY
5.1
RRS 40 - Note.  The Regatta Committee consider conditions on the Menai Strait require ‘a personal floatation device’ to be worn by all competitors in boats under 18 foot overall (This amends rule 40 and the part 4 preamble ).
5.2
Boats in class 1,2  fitted with VHF/RT equipment are requested to keep a listening watch on Channel 37/M1.  

5.3
All boats may be subject to scrutiny.

5.4
Signing on and Off - Classes 14 to 16 inclusive shall sign on before the start of their race and sign off within 45 minutes of the last boat in their race finishing 
(unless extended by the Race Officer), otherwise they will be scored DNC (Did not Compete) Amends RRS A5.  The signing on/off point will be at or near the Start/Finish Line.

6.0
STARTING SIGNALS, RACE NUMBERS AND CLASS FLAGS - 
GENERAL

6.1
This Paragraph applies to all Regattas except as provided below in Paragraph 7 in respect of the Menai Bridge Regatta,  Race to Caernarfon and Beaumaris Town Regatta unless Group starting applies. When code flag “G” is displayed before the First Warning signal of a start sequence Group Starting will apply. This signal will only be displayed after a postponement or abandonment leading to the first warning signal being one hour (or later) after that advertised. It can apply on any day. ”EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 7.2”

6.2
Starting Signals


6.2.a
Starting signals will be in accordance with RRS 26

6.2.b   After a long postponement to alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon an orange flag will be displayed for at least four minutes, with one sound, before a warning signal is displayed. See Appendix L 5.4

           Races may be started together (when the respective class flags will be displayed).

6.2.c   The target times for races shall be 2hours 15 minutes.
6.3
Code Flags for Classes 

Race

     Class






               Flag


1
 1, 2     Cruiser, Keelboat & Multihull Handicap < PN 1101              Num 1         

     1 
11        Cruiser, Keelboat & Multihull Handicap > PN 1100
O


2
 3

Falcon One Design
B


3
 4

National Squib                                                     D  


4
 5

Royal Mersey Mylne 
E


5
 6

Royal Anglesey Fife
F


6
7

Conway One Design
I


7
 8

Menai Strait One Design
J


8
 9

Hilbre Island One Design
K


9
10

Half Rater Seabird
M


10
12

Hoylake Opera
Q


11
13

West Kirby Star
R


12
14

Handicap Dinghy PN 1178 to 1432
T


13
15


Handicap Dinghy PN up to 1177
U


14
16


Optimist
                                                           TBA         

6.4
Display of Code Flags
All boats in Classes 1 and 2 shall display their code flag on their backstays whilst racing.

7.0

Alternate Race Order

7.1 FOR MENAI BRIDGE REGATTA, BEAUMARIS TOWN REGATTA, AND RACE TO CAERNARFON

Race
     Class
  
                                                                          Flag

1
14

Handicap Dinghy PN 1178 to 1432
T


1
15

Handicap Dinghy PN  up to  1177
U


1
3

Falcon One Design
B


1
4

National Squib
D


2
12

Hoylake Opera
Q


2
13

West Kirby Star
R


2
10

Half Rater Seabird
M 


3
5

Royal Mersey Mylne
E


4
6

Royal Anglesey Fife
F


5
7

Conway One Design
I


5
 8

Menai Strait One Design
J


5
 9

Hilbre Island One Design
K


6
1,2&11

Cruiser Keelboat/Multihull Handicap             Num1





Up to PN1100 & PN1101 and over

7.2  GROUP STARTING. 



                                                                                                                 Flag(s)
Group 1 G1Classes (1,2,11) All Cruisers                                                          Num 1

Group 2 G2 Classes (3) Falcon,                                                                        Num 2

Group 3 G3 Classes (4,7)
Squib, Conway                                                       Num 3

Group 4 G4 Class (5,12,13) Mylne, Opera, Star                                              Num 4

Group 5 G5 Class (6) Fife

                                                                             F

Group 6 G6 Classes (8,10),  MSOD, Seabird                                                   Num 5

Group 7 G7 Classes (9,14,15, ) Hilbre, All Handicap Dinghies                              K                                                                          

Groups will be started in the order their flags are displayed; this will usually be but may not be in the order listed above.

PLEASE NOTE: ROYAL WELSH YC and CAERNARFON SC will use        GROUP STARTS on their respective regattas, order as per 7.2  Start time as       published.

7.3    Postponement of Races to Caernarfon


If possible the race will be resailed. 

8.0
OTHER SIGNALS

8.1 RECALLS

           Will be in accordance with RRS 29.

9.0
COURSES

9.1.a
The Courses for Classes 1 to 13 inclusive will be indicated by means of COURSE BOARDS displayed at the Start Line, excepting for the Race Through, para. 9.5 below

9.1.b
Either the course for Classes 1 to 13 will be designated by a course board (or two course boards) showing a numeral from 1 to 18 or letter(s). Or when X is displayed the course will be indicated by a series of numbers and/or letters to be read from left to right, indicating the buoys and racing marks to be rounded in the order displayed and as per their colour, red left to port and green to starboard. The race shall be four laps and then through the finishing line. The finishing line shall be crossed at the end of each lap. “Start and Finish lines – Beaumaris” applies.

9.1.c
The letter and numeral course boards refer to the courses for the particular venue as set out in Marks and Courses.

9.2
The course configuration for each class, the order of rounding the marks and their description are as set out in Marks and Courses.  All marks are to be ‘rounded’ unless stated otherwise. 

NOTE: The course numbered 2, for instance, is not the same for each class.  Competitors should sail the course given for their particular class and for that particular venue.  

9.3  The course boards will be displayed before (or at) the Warning signal of the race                        
and may change e.g. between race 1 and 2.

9.4
Courses for  dinghy classes will be displayed at the signing on point excepting for the Race Through, see para. 9.5 below, and Group starting.

9.5
Race Through - No course or course boards will normally be displayed.  The course for Classes 1 -15 inclusive is given on the page immediately following ‘Menai Bridge Courses’. If course boards are displayed they shall be as Beaumaris Courses. The order of starts will remain governed by paragraph 7.0.
9.6
Start and Finish Lines
9.6.a
The Start and Finish Lines for each venue are defined in ‘Marks and Courses’.

9.6.b
Competitors shall, before their preparatory signal and after completing their course keep clear of all boats then racing and of the start and finish lines.  Offending boats may be disqualified.    
10.0
SHORTENED COURSE (Amending RRS  32 and Race Signals) 

10.1    Race to Caernarfon: If code flag “S” is displayed accompanied by two sound signals from the Finishing lines at Menai Bridge or Port Dinorwic then the race is shortened to the line defined in the Menai Bridge or Port Dinorwic courses respectively.

10.2
General When “S” is displayed alone it applies to all classes except 14, 15 and 16. This amends Race Signals.
10.3
When “S” is displayed and the next mark for the leading boat is Aber or Castle then the course is changed to that mark and then to the Finish.

11.0
TIME LIMITS (Amending RRS 35)   

11.1
Time Limits - Classes 1 to 15 inclusive:  The time limit for each race will be 
FOUR HOURS, provided that when the first boat finishes within the time limit, the time limit will become FIVE HOURS. Boats which have not finished within the time limit will be scored DNF ‘Did not finish’.  If no boat crosses the finish line within the time limit, the Race Officer may at his discretion place and award prizes in the order in which they last crossed the line, provided they are still sailing their course at the expiration of the time limit. The time limit will be extended by one hour for the Race to Caernarfon and at the Beaumaris Town Regatta on course 9, 14 or 18 (Round Puffin Island) only.

12.0
RETIREMENT - Helmsmen shall report their retirement to the Race Officer within 90 minutes of the finish of their race Failure to do so will result in  the boat being scored DNC (Did Not Compete). This amends RRS A5

13.0
PENALTIES

13.1 The Exoneration Penalty and the Advisory Hearing and RYA Arbitration procedures of the RYA Rules Disputes Procedures will be available. See the Official notice board for details.
14.0 DECLARATIONS –

14.1    None necessary for classes 1to 13.

14.2 Classes 14, 15 and 16, shall at Race control sign on before their warning signal and sign off within 1 hour of the time of the last boat finishing in their class. 

15.0
PROTESTS (AMENDING RRS 61.3 and 63.2)

15.1
All Classes

15.1.1
 Except at provided below, oral notice of intention to protest shall be made to the
Race Officer within 90 minutes of the last boat in that class finishing.  For the 
purpose of RRS 61.3 formal notice in writing shall be placed in the box provided at the Regatta Office within 2 hours thereafter    

15.1.b For protests arising out of the final day’s racing, oral notice of intention to protest shall be made to the Race Officer either verbally or by radio immediately on crossing the finish line, or as soon as possible thereafter, and formal notice in writing on the prescribed form shall be lodged at the Regatta Office within 1 hour of giving oral notice

15.1.c Breaches of instructions 2.3, 4.1.a, 4.1.b, 5.1, 5.4, 6.4, 9.6.a 12, 14.  Will not be grounds for a protest by a boat. This changes RRS 60.1(a). Penalties for these breaches and for breaches of class rules may be less than disqualification if the protest committee so decides.

15.2
The Protest Committee will if possible and/or necessary be convened on 
TUESDAY and SUNDAY of the first week and TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY  the second week when protests arising from the previous days and that day’s racing will, if possible, be heard.  Hearings shall take place at the RAYC.  Details of protest hearings will be posted on the official notice board in the RAYC. No other notification will be given.

16.0
PRIZES (Classes 1 to 13 inclusive)

16.1
Prizes will be awarded daily as follows:


To the winning boat in each class;


2nd prize if 4 or more starters;


3rd prize if 7 or more starters.

16.2
Prizes (Classes 14 and 15 inclusive)


1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded.


If 6 or more boats of one class sail in Classes 14, or 15  they shall rank as a 
class-within-a-class with separate prizes.

16.3
Prizes for class16 are at the discretion of the Organising Authority.


NOTE - All trophies and prizes must be collected;  they cannot be posted.

17.0
SAIL OVER - A sail over is permitted in any class on any day and shall qualify for a prize and any relevant daily trophy.  Series points will also be awarded.

18.0
SCORING
18.1
Scoring will be in accordance with RRS Appendix A as amended below.
 
18.2.a
 For each Weekly Series one discard will be permitted from the number of races 
sailed down to 3 or less when all will count.

18.2.b
 For the Fortnightly Series 1 discard will be permitted after 5 races 2 after 6 races and 3 after 7 races.

18.3
Breaking of Ties 

Appendix  A8 applies

18.4
Particular Trophies - Particular trophies are awarded using the applicable scoring systems.  For further information (not listed below) contact the Regatta Office.


Mylne Fortnight series is to be scored without discards.


Fred Falcon is scored Saturday to Friday.

19.0
RESCUE BOATS
Competitors are reminded that the primary duty of rescue boats is to save lives.  Rescue boats must not be detained to stand by capsized boats when needed elsewhere for rescue work. The Regattas Committees of the organising Club or Regatta, do their best to provide adequate rescue boats and facilities.  This does not mean that a rescue boat will be available for every emergency and the helmsman and crew of every boat must decide upon their own responsibility whether to sail or not, and if they do to accept all risks.


Rescue boats and the Safety Officer will listen out on Channel 37/M1.

20.0    Exclusion Zone off Plas Menai: No boat shall sail in a zone bounded by a line of outer    moorings and ninety degrees to Plas Menai shore from each end.

21.0   Optimist Class Separate instructions will be issued see notice board.

